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Such a Blustery Day! 

 

A merry wind danced over the hill, 

A madcap wind, 

He shook the daffodil's golden crown, 

And ruffled the clover's creamy gown; 

Then off he sped, with a laughing shout, 

To blow the hurrying clouds about, 

And bustling back to earth again 

He blew my bonnet all down the lane; 

 

Then he hid behind a tree, 

And pounced on me, 

 

He blew me behind, 

He blew me before, 

He blew me right through the schoolroom door. 

 

by Elizabeth Gould 
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     Editorial 
 

 

 

 
 

This month was supposed to be the start of a bright new post-Covid era, 

but instead the news is full of shocking images of the invasion of the 

Ukraine, and who knows what it might lead to, or how it will end. We find 

ourselves with a ringside seat at a humanitarian catastrophe. Seeing the 

images on TV we feel an impotent mixture of horror, sadness and rage 

about the outrage inflicted on the Ukrainian people. At home in our 

peaceful village, what can we do but hope and pray for the people of the 

Ukraine, and perhaps support charities which are already in place offering 

aid to the huge numbers of refugees fleeing across the borders.  
 

For us, life goes on, but I think that when hearing of such events we all 

realise even more than we normally would how incredibly lucky we are to be 

living where we do. We have a magazine full of local articles which as usual 

we hope will entertain and inform our readers. Amongst them I was struck 

by the words of Revd Joy, who describes the ideas being explored for the 

new churchyard extension, including providing a labyrinth path to be used 

for personal reflection: “Whilst traveling the path of a labyrinth, pilgrims are 

encouraged to gently lay down any of the burdens they have carried with 

them along the journey, so that, as they reach the centre, they might find 

space for peace and hope before journeying out into the world again.” As 

so many parts of this world seem to be falling apart, around the innocent 

people of communities so similar to ours, anything that promotes peace and 

hope, and helps individuals find the strength they need to face adversity, 

or experience healing after trauma, seems more valuable than ever. 
 

The only other thing I feel able to say this month is to congratulate the village 

Shop on the last eight years of not only providing a much-needed service 

to the community, but also raising so much money for local good causes, 

of which 4ward mag is one. So, our grateful thanks to the Shop again this 

year for awarding 4ward a grant of £200 and to the Luncheon Club for their 

donation of £100, and also to our readers in Littleton who decided to club 

together and sent us £55. Thank you all, and it’s good to know our efforts 

are appreciated. We are looking forward to printing some bright and 

cheerful colour spreads of all the activities planned to celebrate the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee, and all the other events of the summer.  
 

Slava Ukraini! Heroiam slava! 
 

(Glory to Ukraine! Glory to the heroes!) 
 

 Chris and the 4ward team 



The Hall Matters 
 

In the cold wet windy days of January and February it is not always the 

most enticing of environments to come out of a nice warm house into, but 

I know the people who attended the silent disco, at the end of January, 

were thoroughly rewarded with an excellent night of fun and a few aching 

muscles the next day! It was great to see so many people enjoying 

themselves and do not worry if you feel you missed out, we will have 

another one. 
 

Wednesday 16th February saw the Hall’s AGM, where the Chairperson’s 

and Treasurer’s reports were agreed and approved. There was a lively 

conversation on many items, but communication about events and the best 

way to publicise them came out as a common theme. To help improve 

communication we will resurrect our Facebook page, it’s called “Oldbury on 

Severn Memorial Hall”, no surprises there!! Please join to keep up to date 

with future Hall activities. If Facebook is not your forte, then by signing up 

to oldburyonsevernmemorialhall@gmail.com you will get regular updates 

on our activities via email. 
 

The Management Committee have applied for a Permanent Licence to sell 

alcohol; currently we have to spend £21.00 for a Temporary Licence to sell 

alcohol on each occasion, there are also a finite number that we can apply 

for each year. With the increased number of events that we are hoping to 

hold, and to give us greater flexibility, it seemed financially sensible to 

apply for a permanent licence. 
 

Our new event, watching the Six Nations Rugby, has been well received, 

with over 30 people at the first fixture, a double header. There was a great 

atmosphere and it certainly beats watching the rugby at home. There are 

two further rugby Saturdays in March, the 12th and 19th. The Hall will be 

open for both occasions, tickets £2 from the Shop. The 19th is “Super 

Saturday” with three games being played. To sustain the audience, there 

is an option to have a curry (venison or vegetarian, rice and naan bread) 

in the interval before the third match of the day, which is France v England. 

The meals must be pre-paid by Sunday 13th March - tickets in the shop, 

price £5. There will be a bar on both days and snacks and light bites can 

also be purchased.  
 

Hot Gossip returns on the afternoon of Friday 25th March, so come along 

to indulge in fizz and cake with good conversation. Tickets are, as always, 

on sale in the shop. 
 

Pop Up Play Village returns on the 18th March and will continue on the 3rd 

Friday of every month going forward. A great opportunity for your little 

ones to have some fun. 



Events for April start with the Grumpy Man’s Breakfast on the 1st (no, this 

is not an April fool’s joke!) “GMB” is always popular and not to be missed. 
 

Our second Quiz night is on April 22nd for people up for a challenge, and 

who fancy pitting their wits against like-minded folk. As the first one in 

February quickly sold out, I suggest you get your tickets early to avoid 

disappointment. The bar will be open for drinks and snacks. 
 

The Spring Fair will be on Saturday April 23rd, where a number of locally 

made crafts will be on sale, along with bedding plants and light 

refreshments. The following Friday will see the Thornbury Arts Fair here for 

four days over the May Bank Holiday. 
 

The big event in May is on Saturday 14th, when live music will be provided 

by Clusterfunk, which will be an event not to miss; it’s a long time since a 

‘funk’ band played at the Hall, in fact have they ever? 
 

In between these events will be normal Jazz nights, Cinema Club and 

maybe one or two other events still in the planning stage; keep an eye out 

for announcements. 
 

As always, any questions or suggestions are most welcome. 
 

Chris Jennings  

Chair 
 

HOT GOSSIP *SPRING* AFTERNOON TEA 
 

FRIDAY, 25TH MARCH 2022 

3.00pm – 5.00pm 

OLDBURY ON SEVERN VILLAGE HALL 
 

TICKETS: £9 (Available in Village Shop) 

More fun, games and chat ……. 

 



 



 
Oldbury on Severn - Memorial Hall 100 Club 

 

Draw Winners 
 

  February 

1st prize. 

2nd prize. 

3rd prize. 

4th prize. 

£20 

£15 

£10 

£10 

Carole Dyke 

Chris Jennings 

Malcolm Lynden 

Derek Smith 

 
 

New members of the 100 Club are always welcome! 

Forms are available in the Shop, or contact Doug Mills or Angela Conibere 

at Christmas Cottage or aeconibere@hotmail.com or 01454 413828 
 

 
 

Six Nations Rugby at Oldbury Memorial Hall 

Tickets £2 available from the Shop 
                  

Light snacks and bar available for all matches 
 

Saturday 12 March  
 

Hall opens at 1.30pm - Italy v Scotland    kicks off at 2.15pm  
 

                                  England v Ireland kicks off at 4.45pm  

. 

“SUPER SATURDAY” 19 March  

  

Hall opens at 1.30pm - Wales v Italy      kicks off at 2.15pm  
    
                                  Ireland v Scotland kicks off at 4.45pm  

 
Interval and curry time 

Curry pre-ordered from the Shop by Sunday 13 March for £5 

 
    France v England kicks off at 8pm  

    



 



Shop Spot 

 

Last month the Shop celebrated its eighth Birthday. I can’t believe it’s eight 

years since we opened, and I remember that at the time we were all a bit 

concerned about if the Shop would be supported and even last more than 

12/24 months. Why did we worry? The Shop has exceeded all expectations! 

With a turnover of around £90,000 each year, the Shop continues to be a 

massive success, supported by all our wonderful volunteers and loyal 

customers. Just to emphasise this, last month the Committee agreed a 

number of donations to local good causes and local charities. We were so 

pleased and very proud to be able to donate £10,500 in total, our biggest 

ever annual donation figure. Our ability to do this is down to the hard work 

of all our volunteers and the support of our customers. Including this year, 

the total value of donations made comes to about £32,000 since we opened.  

 

A brief Summary of the donations made by the Shop in February 2022:  
 

 St Arilda’s Church: £1000. To contribute towards annual maintenance 

costs and the work needed to extend its graveyard capacity. The new 

area will be planted in part as woodland for burial or cremations, and 

will include a prayer labyrinth built for adults and children to use.  
 

 4ward Magazine: £200. A special year for the local magazine to record 

the Jubilee celebrations in the Parish. 
 

 Thornbury Baptist Church: £750. The Church supports a project for the 

housing/rehabilitation of local homeless people. This has a house based 

in the local area that includes a resident manager funded by the Church. 

The Shop donation will contribute towards the rehabilitation costs of 

the residents, including but not limited to, social care support, course 

fees and travel costs. The aim is to help the residents become 

independent, with a job, and accommodation in a caring community.  
 

 Oldbury Memorial Hall: £1000. A contribution to enable the Hall to buy 

new blackout curtains. This will allow the Hall to maximise the use of a 

new sound system and screen during the daytime, and in the lighter 

summer months. The new curtains will also be providing a new warmth 

and look to the Hall. The Hall brings the community together, with a 

whole host of events throughout the year.  
 

 Severn Area Rescue Association (SARA) based at Sharpness: £1250. 

This is a contribution towards replacing the engine on SARA4 which will 

cost around £7500. SARA is our local inshore lifeboat and water rescue 

service, which covers the Severn Estuary and the local River Severn.  
 

 Thornbury Memory Cafe (run by the Methodist Church): £250. A place 

important for the social gathering of local people with Memory loss.  



 



 Oldbury on Severn Cricket Club: £275. A contribution to buy new 

cricket equipment in an effort to entice more local to youngsters to get 

involved in sport.  
 

 The Oldbury Road Safety Team: £175. An initiative to make the 

gateways into the village more attractive, by planting flowers and 

perennials in a new fenced area by the speeding signs at both ends of 

the village.  
 

 St Peter’s Hospice, a Bristol based charity: £1250. The Hospice provides 

local care and support to adults who are living with progressive life-

limiting illness. The majority of their care is provided within a person’s 

home environment.  
 

 Oldbury on Severn School: £1200. A donation towards setting up a 

School / Community Library. The donation covers the cost of two 

wooden library “book hives” and a selection of new books for the 

children. One of hives is to be located outside the school to encourage 

people to borrow books. £200 of this donation will provide the school 

children with healthy snacks bought from the Shop. 
 

 Friends of Oldbury School: £500. The donation covers the cost of a new 

playhouse and new play equipment.  
 

 Great Western Air Ambulance Charity based at Almondsbury: £1250. 

The GWAAC provide a much-needed air ambulance service for the local 

area.  
 

 Village Queen’s Jubilee team: £900. The donation is to cover the cost 

of purchasing special commemorative coins to be given to children in 

the Parish / Oldbury School / Busy Bees, who are of primary school age 

or below. This will include a very informative and attractive gift pack.  
 

 Jigsaw Thornbury Charity: £500. The local charity that supports 

families who have children with additional needs or disabilities.  
 

Chris Awde 

 
Thank you from St Arilda’s 

 

Huge thanks from the Church community and the PCC for the generosity 

of our local Shop. This year their funds and support will go directly towards 

the work and design of our new churchyard project (see this edition’s 

Christian Comment for more details). This work wouldn’t be possible 

without the support and encouragement of so many people, and we are 

delighted to be able to continue along the path towards making a space for 

peace and tranquillity in the midst of our beautiful community – thank you! 

Revd Joy 



 



Sailing Club News 
 

I write this article after my usual Wednesday visit to the sailing club. The 

latest storm was brewing, making the river look extremely uninviting. I 

checked that traffic was still crossing the M48 Bridge but I arrived just as 

it had been closed, giving me the long trip home. Just my luck.   
 

Since the return to near normality, the Club has seen a surge in 

membership and our annual sail training course has been heavily 

subscribed. The courses in the last two years had to be cancelled, so the 

waiting list mounted up. Due to the large numbers, the course this year 

will start over a weekend at Bristol Docks, followed by sessions at the Club 

when beginners will also have the opportunity to learn from experienced 

sailors. 
 

At present the Winter Frostbite cruiser series is underway, when tides and 

weather permit, and competition on the water is quite fierce. Dates and 

times of race starts are on the homepage of the Thornbury Sailing Club 

website. 
 

With the Platinum Jubilee celebrations on the horizon in June, our annual 

Regatta has been put off until September. TSC are making arrangements 

for the long Jubilee weekend, and although details have yet to be finalised, 

the following gives you a flavour of the events planned. The theme for the 

weekend is, surprisingly, ‘red, white and blue’. 
 

Thursday 2nd June – beacons lit throughout the UK and Commonwealth. 

TSC are hosting the Oldbury Community Beacon (probably a big bonfire 

on the river bank). The evening will begin with a Hog Roast before a 

performance from The Cotswold Male Voice Choir and finally the lighting of 

the beacon. 

Tickets will be on sale in Oldbury Village Shop, and at the Club for TSC 

members. 

Friday and Saturday 3rd and 4th June – club racing each morning, 

spectators welcome. 

Sunday 5th June – street parties throughout the UK. 

TSC are holding a Grand Jubilee Picnic after morning sailing. Afternoon 

entertainment will be courtesy of ‘Tairni Mara’ (nails of the sea), a mixture 

of Irish folk tunes and songs. 

The Sunday event is primarily for TSC members, family and friends, 

however members of the local community are welcome to join in. 
 

Now we just need to order some suitable weather, with wind for the sailing, 

warmth and sunshine for the picnic, and a really balmy evening for the 

beacon lighting. Well, I can but hope. 

Sue Leat 



 



South Gloucestershire Council Plans 
 

South Gloucestershire Council are undertaking follow-on consultations on 

two important subjects, both of which have a long-term effect on our 

communities: 
 

The Local Plan (Phase 2) is being consulted upon between 7th February 

and 21st March. When it is finally adopted, it will be in force until 2036. 

For those who wish to see the proposals, and maybe comment online there 

are two links to information: 
   

• https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/publications/local-plan-2020-phase-2-

urban-rural-and-key-issues/ 

• https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/connect.ti/LPP2/consultation

Home 

The Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 2022-2027 is also being 

consulted upon from 7th February until 2nd May. The link to this is: 
 

• https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/FloodriskStrat/consultation

Home  

The Oldbury Neighbourhood Plan has now passed independent examination 

and has reached the referendum stage; South Gloucestershire Council 

Democratic Services are in the process of arranging this. Oldbury on 

Severn Parishioners will be contacted in due course. Further information, 

including the Examiner’s Report and other updates on the examination, can 

be found online by accessing this link: 
 

• https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/ONDPexam/consultationHome 

Barry Turner 

 
Thornbury Jazz Festival 2022 

Saturday 19 March at 4pm at the Castle School, Thornbury 
 

There's still time – but not much! – to get your tickets for the Thornbury 

Jazz Festival.  
 

This is your chance to hear the sensational Sinead McCabe and the 

Sinnermen - the outstanding Dan Newberry (sax), Tom Berge (piano), Cass 

Casswell (bass) and Eddie John (drums). Sinead McCabe has headlined at 

numerous jazz festivals including Bristol Harbourside and Isle of Wight.  

Also appearing at the Thornbury Jazz Festival will be the Kris Nock Big 

Band, the Jenner Jazz Quartet and – top of the bill – virtuoso jazz guitarist 

Remi Harris with Tom Moore.  

 

Tickets are £25. Email AAGThornbury@gmail.com or call 01454 850933. 



 



Oldbury-on-Severn Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 2022 
  

Plans to celebrate HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 2022 (seventy years on 

the throne) continue apace with a wide range of events and competitions 

being organised between Thursday 2nd and Sunday 5th of June. 
  

Thank you to those who have been in touch with their children’s names for 

the £5 crown coin. With the attractive packaging they cost £10, and these 

are being most generously donated by Oldbury Community Shop. To qualify 

the child must be primary school age or below on August 31st 2022. We 

need to estimate how many we need to order. If your child / children DOES 

NOT attend Busy Bees or Oldbury School, please could you let us know their 

names as soon as possible so we can order enough. Every child at Busy Bees 

or Oldbury School will get one automatically so there is NO need to send in 

their names. Please email names to jubileeoldburyonsevern@gmail.com 
  

Jubilee events over the four days will include: 

 Beacon lighting with Hog Roast, Bar and The Cotswold Male Voice Choir 

 Celebratory Breakfast in the Memorial Hall 

 Flower Festival at St Arilda’s with the theme ‘Through the Years’ 

 Exhibition about Jubilee celebrations in former years 

 Jubilee “Big Lunch” and Fair 

 Jubilee Parish Trail 

 Children’s Jubilee Card Competition (judged by Lorna Page) 

 Competition for the Best Decorated Jubilee Porch, Window or Gate 

(judged by Jenny Hales)  

 Competition for “A Pudding fit for a Queen” (judged by Ian Knapp) 
 

Could residents please search out any Oldbury photos or memorabilia from: 

1953 Oldbury Coronation Pageant  1977 Silver Jubilee 

2002 Golden Jubilee    2012 Diamond Jubilee 

that they would be able to lend us for the Jubilee Exhibition? Thank you.  
  

A programme of events and an entry form for the competitions will be sent 

out to all residents in mid-April – watch out for our special Jubilee “post box” 

on Church Road between the Shop and the Pound where you’ll be able to 

pop your entry forms and other Jubilee communications. We would welcome 

more volunteers to organise and help with all our Jubilee events - our next 

meeting is Tuesday 8 March, 7.30 pm in the Memorial Hall. All are welcome! 

Matthew Riddle 
 

Chairs free to anyone who can collect 
 

The metal stacking chairs with blue padded seats that used to be in the 

church have been replaced, and the old chairs are free to collect from Naite 

Farm. The upholstery is damaged / stained, but the framework is very sound, 

and the chairs may be suitable for a workshop / garage, or, if completely re-

upholstered and cleaned down, maybe elsewhere. Anyone interested, please 

telephone Andrew Gazard on 07831849742 or email naitefarm@gmail.com 



Church Services for March 2022 

 
    

St. Mary’s 

Thornbury 

St. Arilda’s 

Oldbury 

St. Mary’s 

Shepperdine 

St. Oswald’s 

Rockhampton 
6th   
  10.30am HC  
 

13th  
  10.30am All Age  

  6.00pm  

   Choral evensong 
  

20th 
  10.30am HC 
  

27th 
   10.30am HC 
 

 
 

2nd 4.00pm 
   Ash Wednesday 
 

6th 4.00pm  

   Refresh! 
 

13th 

   No service 
 

20th 6.00pm 

    Holy Communion 
 

27th 6.00pm 
   Mothering Sunday 

   Evening Service 
 

3rd April 4.00pm  

   Refresh! 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Open as a place 

of pilgrimage  

and prayer. 

 

For details phone  

01454 260316 

 

Please check 

locally for  

Weekly benefice 

services  

 all 10:30am  
 

St Oswald’s 

4th Sunday   
 

Rev Sue by email 

revsue@croftt.org.uk  

or  

phone  

01454 600674 

   

Catholic Morton Baptist Thornbury Quakers 

Christ the King, 

Thornbury. 

 

Sunday Mass 

9.30am 

10.30am 

 

Morning Service 

Every Sunday  

at 

10.30am 
 

See 
https://mortonbaptist.org 

for details 

 

Chantry Community 

Centre on Castle 

Street 
 

Sunday 

10.30am 
 

Further details contact 

Sheila Waters on 

07738495776 

Holy Cross, Wotton 

Under Edge 

Saturday 

(vigil Mass) 16.30pm 

All church services subject to current coronavirus rules. Check before going! 

Christ the King, 
Thornbury. 

& 

Holy Cross,  
Wotton Under Edge. 

 

please consult the website 

for up-to-date details 
 

Booking required. 
 

Details at  

https://www.ctk-
thornbury.org.uk 



 
 

Labyrinths for Lent 
 

Whilst the idea of a labyrinth, a type of maze with no branching paths, has 

existed for at least four millennia, it has been adopted by the Christian 

church for the last 1700 or so years, as a symbol of a personal spiritual 

journey focussed upon drawing closer to God through prayer, and is often 

used during Lent. (Drawings below courtesy of The Labyrinth Society.) 
 

 

Above: Classical Labyrinth 

(Original drawing by Jeff Saward, 

final graphic by Vicki Keiser.) 
 

Right: Chartres Labyrinth, c.1200 AD 

(Original drawing by Robert Ferre, 

final graphic by Vicki Keiser.) 



Christian Comment 
 

If you have been up into our beautiful churchyard recently then you will have 

seen the excellent work that Hopkinses have already begun in preparing the 

ground for our new churchyard extension project. It has been a long time 

in the making but, with permission now granted for the land to be used as 

a churchyard, we are finally beginning the process of organising and 

preparing it as a space to lay our loved ones to rest for many years to come. 
 

So, over these coming weeks we hope to see our hedges laid, and our 

foundations smoothed out, a blank canvas for what is going to follow… 
 

The space is intended to make room for future burials and interments in our 

local churchyard. However, we are also exploring ideas such as including a 

small woodland area for the scattering of ashes, and a large outdoor prayer 

labyrinth, designed to unite the whole space as a place of rest and prayer. 
 

Labyrinths are a spiritual tradition that have been in use for more than 4,000 

years. Unlike the ‘labyrinth’ of Greek myth they are not intended to be a 

maze in which we get lost! Instead, they enable us to tread a simple path 

from the edge to the centre, and then back out again. Whilst traveling the 

path of a labyrinth, pilgrims are encouraged to gently lay down any of the 

burdens they have carried with them along the journey, so that, as they 

reach the centre, they might find space for peace and hope before journeying 

out into the world again. Our hope is that this would bring a space of peace, 

contemplation and reflection to all who walk, ramble, cycle or otherwise 

visit our beautiful space, to see the views, or to visit those they have loved.  
 

In these coming months there will be plans, sketches and illustrations of 

the work we are hoping to do, displayed in our church porch for our local 

community to be able to engage with the vision we have for our green 

spaces. Do come and take a look when you can! 
 

Also in our church porch will be a reminder of our churchyard rules and 

regulations. These are overseen by our PCC (a fabulous group of volunteers 

dedicated to the life and ministry of our church), and are legal restrictions 

put in place by the national church for the long-term care and preservation 

of our church land. For those of you who currently care for and tend a grave 

space (or several) in our churchyard, do please look and remind yourselves 

of what is allowed under those guidelines. As we expand into our new space, 

it is increasingly important that we care for our whole churchyard in ways 

that will enable us to continue to love and treasure it long into the future. 

For all of you who do so much to keep our land so beautiful – thank you! 
 

For more information on how the Church of England cares for its green 

spaces and its burial grounds, do take a look at ‘Caring for God’s Acre’ at 

caringforgodsacre.org.uk  

Revd Joy 



 

A complex labyrinth 

path set into grass. 

 

Rocks set onto a 

gravel bed edge the 

compact labyrinth 

at Christ the King 

church in Thornbury. 

 

The garden setting 

of the labyrinth at 

Christ the King. 



 



Tide Table: Inward Rocks, River Severn. 

March 2022 

 

Day High  

Low High  

Low High Moon Sunrise Sunset 

Tue 

1 
 

1:12 AM 

GMT / 1.94 

m 

6:16 AM 

GMT / 9.86 

m 

1:44 PM 

GMT / 1.32 

m 

6:45 PM 

GMT / 10.17 

m 

 6:56 AM 
GMT 

5:50 PM 
GMT 

Wed 

2 
 

2:11 AM 

GMT / 1.24 

m 

7:09 AM 

GMT / 10.80 

m 

2:37 PM 

GMT / 0.65 

m 

7:35 PM 

GMT / 11.03 

m 

New 

Moon 

6:53 AM 

GMT 

5:52 PM 

GMT 

Fri  

4 
 

3:42 AM 

GMT / 0.26 

m 

8:39 AM 

GMT / 12.19 

m 

4:03 PM 

GMT / -

0.04 m 

9:01 PM 

GMT / 12.08 

m 

 6:49 AM 

GMT 

5:55 PM 

GMT 

Sat  

5 
 

4:21 AM 

GMT / 0.14 
m 

9:20 AM 

GMT / 12.39 
m 

4:40 PM 

GMT / 0.02 
m 

9:41 PM 

GMT / 12.09 
m 

 6:47 AM 

GMT 

5:57 PM 

GMT 

Sun 

6 
 

4:56 AM 
GMT / 0.26 

m 

10:01 AM 
GMT / 12.20 

m 

5:15 PM 
GMT / 0.31 

m 

10:21 PM 
GMT / 11.76 

m 

 6:45 AM 

GMT 

5:59 PM 

GMT 

Thu 

10 
12:25 AM 

GMT / 9.36 

m 

7:08 AM 

GMT / 2.20 

m 

12:50 PM 

GMT / 8.90 

m 

7:27 PM 

GMT / 2.61 

m 

 First 

Quarter 

6:36 AM 

GMT 

6:06 PM 

GMT 

Fri 

11 
1:14 AM 

GMT / 8.43 

m 

7:49 AM 

GMT / 2.80 

m 

1:45 PM 

GMT / 7.98 

m 

8:13 PM 

GMT / 3.20 

m 

  6:33 AM 

GMT 

6:08 PM 

GMT 

Sat 

12 
2:16 AM 

GMT / 7.66 

m 

8:44 AM 

GMT / 3.31 

m 

2:57 PM 

GMT / 7.33 

m 

9:18 PM 

GMT / 3.64 

m 

  6:31 AM 
GMT 

6:09 PM 
GMT 

Sun 

13 
3:35 AM 

GMT / 7.26 

m 

10:01 AM 

GMT / 3.59 

m 

4:20 PM 

GMT / 7.20 

m 

10:44 PM 

GMT / 3.73 

m 

  6:29 AM 

GMT 

6:11 PM 

GMT 

Fri 

18 
 

2:41 AM 

GMT / 1.45 

m 

7:54 AM 

GMT / 10.80 

m 

3:02 PM 

GMT / 1.04 

m 

8:11 PM 

GMT / 11.03 

m 

Full Moon 
6:18 AM 

GMT 

6:20 PM 

GMT 

Sat 

19 
 

3:20 AM 

GMT / 0.90 
m 

8:28 AM 

GMT / 11.59 
m 

3:41 PM 

GMT / 0.59 
m 

8:45 PM 

GMT / 11.71 
m 

 6:15 AM 

GMT 

6:21 PM 

GMT 

Sun 

20 
 

3:58 AM 
GMT / 0.51 

m 

9:02 AM 
GMT / 12.14 

m 

4:18 PM 
GMT / 0.32 

m 

9:20 PM 
GMT / 12.11 

m 

 6:13 AM 

GMT 

6:23 PM 

GMT 

Fri 

25 
12:10 AM 

GMT / 10.41 

m 

7:21 AM 

GMT / 1.61 

m 

12:39 PM 

GMT / 9.90 

m 

7:49 PM 

GMT / 2.09 

m 

 Last 

Quarter 

6:01 AM 

GMT 

6:31 PM 

GMT 

Sat 

26 
1:08 AM 

GMT / 9.46 

m 

8:21 AM 

GMT / 2.21 

m 

1:44 PM 

GMT / 8.95 

m 

8:57 PM 

GMT / 2.66 

m 

  5:59 AM 

GMT 

6:33 PM 

GMT 

Sun 

27 
3:19 AM BST 

/ 8.68 m 

10:40 AM 

BST / 2.58 

m 

4:02 PM BST 

/ 8.34 m 

11:23 PM 

BST / 2.83 

m 

  6:57 AM 

BST 

7:35 PM 

BST 

Mon 

28 
4:41 AM BST 

/ 8.40 m 

12:09 PM 

BST / 2.45 

m 

5:25 PM BST 

/ 8.36 m 
   6:55 AM 

BST 

7:37 PM 

BST 

Thu 

31 
 

2:53 AM 

BST / 1.17 

m 

7:55 AM BST 

/ 10.50 m 

3:19 PM 

BST / 0.66 

m 

8:19 PM BST 

/ 10.72 m 
 6:48 AM 

BST 

7:42 PM 

BST 

 

 

 



 



Colouring (for young or old!) kindly created for us by Lorna Page 

 



  



More about Otters 
 

I was most interested to read about otters in Oldbury. My cottage backs 

onto the Rhine and earlier this year, I think very close to the sighting date, 

I was sitting in my kitchen at about 8pm and heard the oddest noise in my 

back garden that I have ever heard in all the 43 years that I have lived 

here, a strange chirping sound. On Googling ‘otter noises’, up came exactly 

what I had heard. 
 

A couple of days ago I wondered how many fish were about in the Rhine 

but on investigation could see none at all. Previously it had always been 

well stocked. We obviously have some very happy and well-fed otters 

about! 

Jane Perkins (by email) 

 
Otter Sightings at Oldbury Power Station by Peter Hazelwood 

 

Otters were close to extinction in the UK just 30 years ago. But the banning 

of agricultural chemicals that leached into rivers, and the subsequent 

increase in water quality has meant a return of fish, followed closely by the 

return of the Otter. So much so, that by 2020 every river around the Bristol 

area had signs of Otters present. 
  

So, it had been anticipated that they would eventually find their way to the 

water courses of Oldbury Power Station. Indeed, the staff there had 

created an artificial ‘holt’ for them, with a trail camera set up nearby, about 

10 years ago. (Unfortunately, the camera was stolen within a week!)  

 

However, in February 2017, I 

found the first sign that 

Otters were present, with the 

remains of a fishy meal and a 

sweet(ish) smelling ‘spraint’, 

i.e. poo! This was on the edge 

of the lake by the road. Then 

in January 2019, there were 

the first Otter tracks along 

the main rhine which runs 

from the road at the entrance 

alongside a bridleway (on the 

opposite side of the road to 

the lake). The characteristic 

webbing between the toes 

could clearly be seen.  



But it wasn’t until March 2021 that the first sighting of this elusive, and 

mainly nocturnal, animal was made. I was walking along the seawall from 

Thornbury Sailing Club back to the Power Station early in the morning, with 

the tide nearly fully in, when I noticed a small animal that was swimming 

upriver close to shore. 

 

I first thought it was a rat, and then a stoat! But when it dived, the sleek 

body and long pointed tail became apparent. It then came onto the bank, 

completely oblivious to me. I continued to watch it going in and out of the 

water for 20 minutes – desperate for someone else to come along so I 

could show them, but no one was around. Some video is at 

https://youtu.be/DZP1O0NtyzU 

 

  

 
I saw it again on the south west wall of the Tidal Reservoir three days later, 

for 15 minutes (at 7:30am). Then it was not seen again until July when it 

had moved to the lake by the road at the entrance to the Power Station. 

And again, I saw it here once in August, in the early morning. 

 

I noticed that all the waterbirds, e.g. moorhens, clear the water on the lake 

when the otter is about, as otters will eat them (and also amphibians like 

frogs and crustaceans when available). But their preferred food is fish, 

especially eels, salmon and trout. 

 



Then at dawn on 2nd January this year, I had the surprise of seeing an 

adult with two well-grown cubs chasing each other among the reeds at the 

back of the lake. I watched them, mesmerised, for five minutes, and then 

made too much noise getting my camera out and they disappeared. Otters 

can breed throughout the year, so it is difficult to say when these cubs 

were born. They stay with the mother for about 14 months. 

  

The three of them stayed on the lake, which had a large number of small 

carp in, for the next two weeks, when Heather England took a remarkable 

video of the cubs playing - https://youtu.be/bTGZt1xl9uM  

 

 

 
Finally, just a reminder that these mammals are fully protected under 

Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, meaning it is illegal 

to capture, kill, disturb or injure an otter, regardless of circumstance. 

 

Peter Hazelwood 

 

 



Local Hidden Gems – Black Rock Picnic Site and Sudbrook Village 
 

About half an hour’s drive from 

Oldbury, Black Rock Picnic Site near 

Portskewett offers free parking and, 

lying between the two Severn Bridges 

near a river crossing point used from 

Roman times, it is a great place from 

which to enjoy wide views across the 

Severn and of both bridges from the 

Welsh side. It lies on the Welsh Coast 

Path near the site of the former railway 

ferry that was used before the opening 

of the Severn Tunnel in 1886, and 

remains of the old ferry slipway may 

be seen near to a metal sculpture of an 

engineer, honouring all those who helped construct the Severn Tunnel and 

Bridges. Black Rock is also the home of the Black Rock Lave Net Heritage 

Fishery, marked by an impressive large wooden sculpture of a fisherman 

and salmon, another part of the new “Living Levels” People of the 

Landscape Sculpture Trail. The site has information panels; a leaflet is at 

www.visitdeanwye.co.uk/things-to-do/black-rock-picnic-site-p1401151 whilst 

www.livinglevels.org.uk/sculpture-trail gives more details on the sculptures. 
 

From the Picnic area it is an 

easy level walk (the hard path 

is suitable for pushchairs and 

mobility buggies) of about 1km 

south along the Wales Coast 

Path (or about a 3km drive by 

road) to the small village of 

Sudbrook, built to house the 

workers who built the Severn 

Tunnel. The village skyline is 

dominated by the huge brick 

Pumping Station which was 

built to contain the six Cornish 

beam engines originally used to 

keep the railway tunnel dry after it was flooded by an underground spring 

during its construction. Nearby, the tunnel itself lies 200 feet directly below 

the old surface railway through the village, and trains passing through it can 

sometimes be felt when walking on the ground above. 



An Internet search for “Sudbrook Portskewett Trails through the ages” will 

lead you to a wonderful and incredibly detailed 14-page pdf booklet about 

the history of the area and its river crossings, and the building of the Severn 

Tunnel. Before the pandemic (and maybe now) paper copies of this 2013 

booklet were also available at the “Tunnel Centre” Exhibition in Sudbrook. 

This is a tiny, unstaffed, one-room museum at the far end of the village 

social club, and at time of writing no details are 

available about its current opening schedule, but 

as it is free to enter and contains a wealth of 

fascinating displays and associated video films, 

it is well worth crossing the (unused) surface 

railway line, walking left past the social club, and 

trying the unpromising-looking outer door to see 

if it is open. As an aside, the corridor walls are 

covered in amazing railway murals, there are 

free toilet facilities, and (in 2019 at least) the 

opportunity to make yourself a tea or coffee for 

a small donation. Even if the exhibition is closed, 

there are interesting information boards outside. 
 

Continuing down Camp Road past the social club, the Wales Coast Path goes 

through a narrow gap at the far end of a terrace of cottages (this section is 

likely to be unsuitable for wheelchairs) to emerge onto the Severn shore 

again. Just as in Oldbury, “Camp Road” is a clue to what may be found here 

– an encampment - the embankments of an Iron Age fort. Only one corner 

remains, due to the severe 

erosion of the shore at this 

point. Another casualty of 

this was the graveyard of 

Trinity Chapel which served 

the original medieval parish 

– all that is here now are 

the overgrown ruins of the 

chapel by the Coast Path, 

protected by metal railings, 

and nearby, a stunning view 

of the New Severn Bridge 

from the fort, that is yet 

another highpoint in a visit 

to this local hidden gem. 

Ruth Riddle 



Thornbury Orchestra Concert 



Thornbury And District U3A 

 

Have you recently retired, or reduced your commitments leading up to 

retirement? Are you new to the area and looking to make new friends? 

Thornbury u3a promotes keeping us mentally and physically engaged and 

active in an enjoyable and friendly atmosphere. “Learn, Laugh and Live” is 

the u3a motto and it aims to provide opportunities for members to do so 

without having to travel too far or enrol on expensive courses. We have 

around 1500 members and around 85 different groups meeting at various 

venues throughout the area, but there is always room for more. We are 

very pleased to announce that our groups have started their face-to-face 

meetings again. Our numbers have greatly reduced due to the Covid-19 

pandemic and to this end we would like to invite anyone who is interested 

in what we are about to come along to our next Welcome Meeting on 

Monday 7th March in St Mary’s Church Hall, Eastbury Road, Thornbury, 

BS35 1DR from 3:30pm. Our groups mainly meet during the day, and 

interests range from Archaeology to Walking. Some meet weekly, others 

less often and they include physical activities, wine tasting, lunches out, 

crafts, board and card games, language lessons, organised visits to 

gardens and churches, concerts and theatre, as well as purely 

“educational” topics. Details of all our groups can be found on our website 

– www.thornburyu3a.org.uk - please come along to our welcome event, 

we would love to meet you. For further information visit our website or 

phone our Membership Secretary, Jackie Gitsham on 858438 or our 

Chairman, Norman Taylor on 418396. 

 

Thornbury Musical Theatre Group is back!  In fact, we are 
 

“BACK ON THE BOARDS” 
 

Thursday 7, Friday 8 and Saturday 9 April at 7.30pm, plus a 

Saturday matinee at 2.30pm, all at Tytherington Village Hall 

 

Thornbury Musical Theatre Group are presenting their first show for over 

two years - a spectacular revue with a selection of songs curated by a new 

and exciting team.  
 

Musical theatre is bristling with new talent and ideas, and here we are 

presenting songs from some new works such as “Six”, “Dear Evan Hansen” 

and “Matilda”, as well as some from more familiar musicals, “Annie Get 

Your Gun”, “Kiss Me Kate” and many more! 
 

Tickets at £10 each are available from www.tmtg.org.uk or you can call 

our box office number on 07516270140. We have missed you and we can’t 

wait to welcome you all ‘Back to the Boards’! 

 



Thornbury Library 
 

Home Library Service (Books to your door.) 

Do you, or anyone you know, find it difficult to get to the library for books? 

If the answer is yes, please contact thornbury.library@southglos.gov.uk or 

ring 01454 868006 to ask about our Home Library Service, as we have 

volunteers happy to help you. 
 

Activities have returned in a safe bookable way! For LEGO Club, Family 

Storytime, and Rhymetime, please BOOK a family space, and to consult 

our computer volunteer please BOOK an appointment, ALL available by 

popping into the library or emailing thornbury.library@southglos.gov.uk 
 

LEGO CLUB - Saturday 12 March 10am - 11am – BOOK as above! 

          *AND* Saturday 26 March 10am - 11am – BOOK as above! 

Join us for a story or poems, then create your own LEGO masterpieces and 

display them in the library for your family and friends to see. 
  

“Family Storytime and simple activities” - BOOK as above! 

Saturday 5 March 9.30am *AND* Saturday 19 March 9.30am  
  

Rhymetime - Every Friday 9.30am - 10am – BOOK as above! 

Rhymes and songs for parents and babies/toddlers to enjoy together. 
 

BOOK our computer volunteer to help you with IT and online questions.  
 

“Sight Support West of England Community Hubs”  

Monday 28 March 10am – 1pm (and the 4th Monday every month). 

Support and advice for people with visual impairments.  
 

 

 

Thank you for continuing to help keep everyone safe! Please: 

 Don’t visit the library with Covid symptoms or if you test positive 

 Consider everyone’s safety and choose to wear a face covering 

 Use the hand sanitiser provided  

 Respect others’ space  
 

 

 

Note: Libraries are no longer providing boxes of lateral flow tests. 
 

 

Staffed Times Open Access (Unstaffed) 
  

Every day:       8.00am – 7.30pm    

Please note: 

A 15-minute lapse will occur 

between staff closing time 

and Open Access starting. 

Monday:  

Wednesday:  

Thursday:  

Friday: 

Saturday:  

9.30am -   5.30pm 

9.30am -   5.30pm 

9.30am -   5.30pm 

9.30am -   5.30pm 

9.30am - 12.30pm 
 
 

For more information on any of the above please contact us: 

Phone: 01454 868006 or visit our website: www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries 



Calendar Dates for Oldbury 
 

All subject to current coronavirus rules. Check before going!        . 
 

2nd Mar Wed Jazz Club,  Memorial Hall, 7.00pm to 9.30pm 

11th  Mar  Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 

12th Mar Sat Rugby, Memorial Hall, from 1.30pm 

18th Mar Fri Pop Up Play Village 

19th Mar Sat Rugby, Memorial Hall, from 1.30pm 

25th Mar Fri Spring Hot Gossip, ladies’ afternoon 3.00pm – 5.00pm 

1st April Fri GMB [Grumpy Man’s Breakfast] 

6th April Wed Jazz Club,  Memorial Hall, 7.00pm to 9.30pm 

8th   April Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 

22nd April Fri Quiz Night,  Memorial Hall, 

23rd April Sat Spring Fair,  Memorial Hall, 

29th April Fri Thornbury Arts Fair venue in Memorial Hall (for four days) 

4th May Wed Jazz Club,  Memorial Hall, 7.00pm to 9.30pm 

13th   May Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 

14th May Sat Live Music by Clusterfunk, Memorial Hall, 

1st  June Wed Jazz Club,  Memorial Hall, 7.00pm to 9.30pm 

10th   June Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 

 

 

If you have any more local events that you would like to include in this 

diary, please email the magazine at 4wardmag@gmail.com 
 

 

Oldbury Elders Luncheon Club - Please note earlier time. 

Meet at 11.45am in the dining room, lunch served at 12noon, 

on the last Tuesday of the month.  

Thanks to Mark Sorrell and the team at the Anchor.  

Any enquiries to Sue Keedwell tel: 417103 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Rainfall 

 

 January  

   

2022 2021 2020 

   

28mm 108mm 96.5mm 

1.10” 4.25” 3.80” 

   



 


